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cantos only, in less than a fortnight, in the year 1711, when
he was about twenty-three years of age.

The author sent a copy of it to the lady, with whom, he
was acquainted; and she was so delighted with it that she
distributed copies of it among her acquaintance, and at length
prevailed on him to publish it, as appears by the motto.

The piece produced the desired effect; for it reconciled
the two families, and gave offence to no one but Sir G-eorge
Brown, who often observed, with some degree <?f resentment,
and indeed justice too, that he was made to talk nothing but
nonsense in the character of Sir Plume.

This piece, as has been before observed, is what, at its first
appearance, was termed by Addison "merum sal" Pope,
however, saw that it was capable of improvement; and
having luckily contrived to borrow his machinery from the
Bosicrucians, imparted the scheme to Addison, who told him
that his work, as it stood, was a " delicious little thing," and
gave him no encouragement to retouch it.

"This," it is well remarked by Dr. Johnson, "has been
too hastily considered as an instance of Addison's jealousy;
for, as he could not guess the conduct of the new design, or
the possibilities of pleasure comprised in a fiction of which
there had been no examples, he might very reasonably and
kindly persuade the author to acquiesce in his own pros-
perity, and forbear an attempt which he considered as an
unnecessary hazard. '

" Addison's counsel was happily rejected. Pope foresaw
the future efflorescence of imagery then budding in his mind,
and resolved to spare no art or industry of cultivation. The
soft luxuriance of his fancy was already shooting, and all the
gay varieties of diction were ready at his hand to colour and
embellish it."

ADDISOK, POPE.

M&. Pope's friendship with Mr. Addison commenced
about the year 1713.1 Mr. Pope used to say that he liked
him de bon cceur, as well as he liked any man, and was very
fond of his conversation; and the friendship was cultivated
on both sides with all the marks of mutual esteem and affec-

1 Probably a year earlier, as Steele promised to "bring them acquainted
in Feb. 1711-12, and we find Addison, in Oct. 1712, warmly recommend-
ing Mr. Pope to the world as a rising genius.